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Qur collective review of the FCL amendmenis proposed by DEP noted that in summary,
they proposed a canopy based fee that is determined by the amount of disturbance
within a canopy and that the fee would fund reforestation by the county. As to tree
conservation on-site, the notion was that a builder would avoid cutting down trees to
avoid the canopy fee and that this would act as an incentive. About the proposed FCL
amendment we collectively asked:

How can we encourage tree replanting on-site?

How can we give credit to the builder for re-planting on-site?

How can we reduce or eliminate additional administrative reviews?

How can we minimize costs to the homeowner and to the government?

How do we minimize or eliminate the need to establish, administer and manage

a new fund?

How can we keep tree planting in the hands of the builder and not in a

government agency?

We are especially sensitive to minimizing additional costs to administer a program that
would have to be absorbed by DEP, DPS or both or would have 1o be covered by a new
fee paid by the homeowner or lot owner. We are additionally sensitive to raising any
costs or adding any time to the homebuilding operation.

Over the last few weeks we have made significant progress in overcoming some of the
issues with the “canopy” bill and are now working to finalize the terms of an agreement.
The principals behind this agreement include:

Adding no new administrative procedures or reviews

Minimizing administrative costs and homebuilding costs

Encouraging tree conservation on site

Eliminating the need for any additional fees

Keeping it simple to enforce and easy to meet

Encouraging tree conservation as a storm water management technique

Hopefully we will have an agreement of the terms within the next few weeks, It is our
mutual desire to help in the conservation of trees even on the smailer lots.

Yours Truly,

S. Robert Kaufman
Associate Director, Government Affairs

CC. Bob Hoyt, Director, Department of Environmental Protection
Jennifer Hughes, Director, Department of Permitting Services
Forest Conservation Working Group



