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Montgomery Forestry History

ÅOver a 27-year period, the county lost an average of 
about 2,000 acres of forest a year. 

ÅForests covered 45% of the county in 1973, but decreased 
to 29% by 2000.

Å In 1993, the county Forest Conservation Law (FCL) was 
enacted to combat loss of upland forest that resulted 

from suburban sprawl .
ÅOver time, development patterns have shifted.  There is 

more emphasis now on infill development and building 
near transit centers.  While our FCL has shown results in 
the Up County, the law has not kept pace with trends in 
county development within the urban ring. 
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What the County Forest Conservation 
Law does 

ïCovers trees and forest of any size on 
properties greater than 40,000 square feet in 
size  

ïRequires Forest Conservation Plans when and 
where itôs applicable

ïProvides replanting ratio based on amount of 
clearing and types of land use 

ïProvides enforcement fines and penalties

ïPermanently protects environmental buffers, 
retained and planted forests with restrictive 
easements



What the Forest Conservation 
Law does not do 

ïDoes not protect individual trees or smaller tracts of 
urban forest or tree stands

ïDoes not protect trees on property that is less than 
40,000 square feet in size

ïDoes not apply to street or roadside trees in the Right 
of Way

ïIs not intended to stop development from taking place

ïDoes not provide landscaping or tree planting 
standards for privately owned land

ïDoes not protect trees and forest in public utility 
easements above or below the ground (such as aerial 
utilities (Pepco) or underground utilities (WSSC)



Urban areas of the county need 
a healthy tree canopy 



Difference between forest cover and 
tree canopy

ÅForests are intact 
biological communities 
with large stands of trees, 
a layered forest floor and 
a mixture of understory 
and overstory (canopy) 
trees.  

ÅTree canopy is the 

ñ layer of leaves, branches 
and stems of trees that 
cover the ground when 

viewed from above.ò* It 
includes forest cover as 

well as urban street trees, 
roadside trees and trees 

in parks and on 
residential and 

commercial property.

*Source: Center for Watershed Protection.



Canopy Analysis
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University of Vermont 
Canopy Analysis

2009 Canopy Cover
50%

2008 Forest Cover
29%



Canopy Analysis

Average tree cover counting all zones 40%

Suburban residential zones 50%

Urban residential zones 25%

Central business districts 15%

American Forests 
has set general urban canopy guidelines for 

metropolitan areas east of the Mississippi



Countywide, we are making progress on our overall 
canopy coverage. But certain sections of the county 
fall below national standards used by American 
Forests and other jurisdictions.   With an updated 
canopy analysis, we can target those areas of the 
county for aggressive planting and preservation of 
trees.  To maintain a healthy canopy percentage, it 
is important to preserve healthy canopy and 
continue replanting new trees to replace trees lost 
to development, disease, storm damage or other 
types of damage.



Average lifespan of a tree:  15 years

Only 30% of trees that are planted 
live past 15 years. 

Source:  David J. Nowak, USDA Forest Service



Canopy Analysis
for planning areas


