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What brought us to this point

ÂConcern over decline in tree cover

ÂConfusion over applicability, requirements, 
enforcement and interpretation

ÂHigh-profile cases of FCL violations

ÂCitizen complaints



Our Purpose

ÂExamine how M-NCPPC implements the 
forest conservation program

ÂRecommend changes to the program

ÂSuggested changes to the law or 
regulations were beyond scope of the task 
force and off limits, unless to clarify the 
existing law
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Who we are ïTask Force members 

Â Anne Ambler, Sierra Club/Montgomery Group

Â John Clarke, Elm Street Development

Â Ginny Barnes, West Montgomery Civic Association 

Â Claire Iseli, Leg. Aide to Councilmember Marilyn Praisner 

Â Steve Kaufman, Linowes and Blocher, LLC 

Â Caren Madsen, Montgomery County Civic Federation &
Friends of Sligo Creek 

Â *Mark Pfefferle, M-NCPPC 

Â *Dusty Rood, Rodgers Consulting 

Â Rick Sullivan, Alliance Homes 

* Not pictured



Two worlds converged



The result

Horns locked on occasion. 
However, we found more 
common ground and agreement 
-- than disagreement  --when we 
discussed the state of the current 
county tree law.



A few shared frustrations

Â Lack of clarity in a poorly written law

ÂGaps ïopening the door for conflicting 
interpretation of the law

Â Lack of enforcement 

Â Lack of awareness of the law among 
citizens

ÂProblems with paperwork, approvals

ÂAccountability ïtracking status of 
projects, complaints and violations  



Highlights of the Recommendations
-- three categories

ÂChanges to administrative practices

Â Tracking and enforcement

Â Internal and external communications and 
outreach


